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Synopsis

Une histoire d?amour drA’le ou grinA§ante composA®©e par un AGcrivain de vingt-six ans. Un conte
de 1?A®©poque de la dAGcouverte du jazz et de la science-fiction, A la fois comique et tragique,
fA©erique et dAC@chirant. Et un livre culte depuis plus de quarante ans..Musicien et interprA‘te,
Arthur H, par cette lecture, rend un superbe hommage A celui qui, comme lui, aima
passionnA®ment le jazz.BONUS : la vidA©o de I'enregistrement de L’A©cume des jours et une

interview du lecteur, Arthur H.
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Customer Reviews

Boris Vian was born in Ville d’'Avery in 1920 and spent much of his brief life haunting the jazz clubs
of Paris. As a surrealist, he was closely associated with writers such as Queneau and Batalille, but
he also knew Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir. As the translator of Van Vogt, he played a major part
in rekindling French interest in science-fiction. He achieved instant notoriety with the publication of
"J’lrai Cracher Sur Vos Tombes" in 1947, a book which was confiscated by the police and which
formed the basis of the much-maligned film "I Spit on your Graves".Published in the same year,
"L’Ecume des Jours" -- or as published in English, "Froth on the Daydream" -- marked the beginning
of a radical departure in Vian’s career. Superficially a love story exploring the hopes and foibles of
untroubled youth, it manages to combine the fantastic, the grotesque and the poignant in a
matchless blend. The result is a book which has survived the test of time so well that it seems even
more appropriate now than when it was written.The opening scene shows Colin in his bathroom,

carefully trimming his eyelids with a pair of nail-clippers. He lives in an ideal world where mechanical



gadgets perform the mundane tasks and where all the best cooks swear by Freud (Clement rather
than Sigmund). This utopian paradise is described with an endearing naivety, rendered all the more
charming by the improbable characters who float through it, sometimes literally.Colin’s friends,
Chick and Lisa, are disciples of the philosopher Jean Pulse Heartre, whose lectures they attend with
passionate zeal. When Colin meets a girl named Chloe and decides to marry her, he is so ecstatic
that he gives away a quarter of his fortune to Chick and Lisa so that they may also get married.
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